
IELTS Genera l Writing Task 2: Essay 
Sam ple  Answers 

Genera l 
The  2nd  ta sk in  IELTS Genera l Writing is  to  write  an  essay. Here  are  the  
exam ples of successfu l re sponses for a  h igh  score . Pay a tten tion  to  the  
structure  of the  answer and  how paragraphs com position ; m a in  ideas and  
the  exam ples they a re  supporte d  with . 

The  2nd  ta sk in  IELTS Genera l Writing is  to  write  an  essay. Here  are  the  
exam ples of successfu l re sponses for a  h igh  score . Pay a tten tion  to  the  
structure  of the  answer and  how paragraphs com position ; m a in  ideas and  
the  exam ples they a re  supporte d  with . 

IELTS Genera l Writing Task 2 looks like  th is (pa rt in  bold  changes). 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should  spe nd about 40 m inu tes on  th is ta sk. 

Write  about the  following top ic: 

Som e  p e op le  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  t e e n a ge  ye a r s  a re  t h e  h a p p ie s t  t im e s  o f 
m os t  p e op le 's  live s . Ot h e r s  t h in k  t h a t  a d u lt  life  b r in gs  m ore  h a p p in e ss , 
in  sp it e  o f gre a t e r  r e sp on s ib ilit ie s . 

Discu ss  b o t h  t h e se  vie w s  a n d  give  you r  ow n  op in ion . 

Give  reasons for your answer and  include  a ny re levant exam ples from  your 
own knowledge  or experience . 

Write  a t least 250 words. 

In  th is ta sk you  should : 
 
     Expla in  the  first po in t of view 
     Expla in  the  second  poin t of view 
     Add your op in ion  
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Sam ple  answer: 

What's  the  happiest tim e  in  pe ople 's  lives: youth  or old  age ; school, ca ree r or 
re tirem ent? All of the se  have  been  suggested , bu t tee nage  yea rs and  
adulthood both  have  m any supporte rs. 

Those  who be lieve  te enagers a re  the  happiest people  cite  the ir lack of 
re sponsib ilitie s a s a  sign ificant factor. They a re  supported  financia lly and  
em otiona lly by the ir pa ren ts, and  a lthough they m ay be  included  in  fam ily 
decisions, they're  no t u ltim a te ly responsib le . However, adolescents a re  on  
the  threshold  of adult life : they're  old  e nough to  ge t a  pa rt-tim e  job , so they 
can  en joy the ir first ta ste  of financia l independence , and  the ir fu ture  study 
and  ca ree r lie  ahead . 

Away from  these  se rious concerns, young people  have  an  active  socia l life  
with  the ir friends, often  sim ply by hanging out with  them . And of course , 
the re ’s the  e xcitem e n t of first love  and  first hea rtbreak. With  a ll th is to  
experie nce , teenagers see  the ir pa ren ts ' lives as boring and  stressfu l. 

However, the  reverse  is  a lso true . Adults see  anxious, se lf-dram atising 
adolescents, and  apprecia te  the  joys of m a turity. These  m ay include  a  
conten ted  fam ily life , long-lasting friendsh ips and  a  ca ree r. Long-te rm  
re la tionsh ips m ay not have  the  fireworks of adolescence , bu t a re  stronger for 
it, because  of the  wea lth  of sha red  e xperie nce . At work, m any of us a re  
cha llenged  and  stim ula ted  by the  increasing, professiona l skills  we  acquire , 
which  ensures tha t our jobs rem ain  in te re sting. 

The  grea test benefit, though, is  tha t m a turity gives you  grea te r confidence  in  
your own judgem ent, in  a ll a reas of life . You’re  not a fra id  to  e xpre ss your 
opin ion  when o the rs d isagree  and , un like  a  teenager, you  know when to  le t 
th ings go. 

Both  these  pe riods can  be  happy tim es, bu t I look back a t m y own teenage  
yea rs, with  no desire  to  go back. Adult life  m ay be  le ss dram atic, bu t 
fireworks don’t keep  you  warm  

 

In  cit ie s  a n d  t ow n s  a ll ove r  t h e  w or ld  t h e  h igh  vo lu m e  of t r a ffic is  a  
p rob le m . 



Wh a t  a re  t h e  ca u se s  o f t h is  a n d  w h a t  a ct ion s  ca n  b e  t a ke n  t o  so lve  t h is  
p rob le m ? 

It is  undoub tedly the  case  tha t u rban  a reas a round the  world  increasingly 
suffe r from  congestion . In  th is e ssay, I exam ine  the  reasons for th is trend  
and  suggest som e  practica l policies the  au thoritie s could  im ple m ent to  
reduce  the  le ve l of tra ffic in  our citie s. 

The  first step  is  to  understand  why tra ffic has increased  in  towns and  citie s. 
Broadly speaking, the re  a re  three  m ain  reasons for th is. One  is  tha t ca rs have  
becom e m ore  a ffordable  for the  average  consum er and  the y a re  no longer a  
luxury item , but som e th ing tha t m ost fam ilie s expect to  own. A second 
reason  is  tha t public transport has becom e increasingly unre liab le  in  recent 
yea rs, not least because  m any bus and  tra in  se rvices have  been  reduced  
because  of the  d ifficu lty in  funding them . The  th ird  reason  is  tha t socie ty has 
in  genera l becom e m ore  m obile  and  th is m eans m ore  peop le  a re  prepared  
to  com m ute  to  work by ca r than  the y were  be fore . 

There  is  a lm ost ce rta in ly no one  solu tion  to  th is prob lem  give n  the  
com plexity of its  causes. However, one  option  has to  be  to  im prove  the  
re liab ility of pub lic transport to  encourage  people  to  take  the  bus or the  tra in  
ra the r than  ge t in  the  ca r. It would  a lso be  possib le  to  d iscourage  people  
from  driving to  work by in troducing specia l ta riffs for using the  roads, 
e specia lly during pea k pe riods. A successfu l exam ple  of th is is  the  congestion  
charge  schem e in  London which  has ce rta in ly reduced  the  le ve l of tra fficin  
inner-city a reas. 

In  conclusion , the re  a re  a  va rie ty of d iffe re n t factors tha t have  le d  to  rising 
leve ls of tra ffic in  urban  a reas. While  it m ay not be  possib le  to  find  a  
com ple te  so lu tion , any action  should  proba bly involve  encouraging grea te r 
use  of pub lic transport and  m aking it m ore  expensive  for the  m otorist to  
drive  in  urban  a reas. 

 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should  spe nd about 40 m inu tes on  th is ta sk. 

Write  about the  following top ic: 



Som e  p e op le  b e lie ve  t h a t  ch ild re n  sh ou ld  b e  a llow e d  t o  s t a y a t  h om e  
a n d  p la y u n t il t h e y a re  s ix o r  se ve n  ye a r s  o ld . Ot h e r s  b e lie ve  t h a t  it  is  
im p or t a n t  fo r  you n g ch ild re n  t o  go  t o  sch oo l a s  soon  a s  p ossib le . 

Wh a t  d o  you  t h in k  a re  t h e  a d va n t a ge s  o f a t t e n d in g sch oo l from  a  you n g 
a ge ? 

Give  reasons for your answer and  include  a ny re levant exam ples from  your 
own knowledge  or experience . 

Write  a t least 250 words. 

He re  w e  w r it e  a b ou t  t h e  b e n e fit s . 
 
Re m e m b e r : 1 a d va n t a ge  = 1 p a ra gra p h . 

In  m any p laces today, ch ildren  sta rt p rim ary school a t a round the  age  of six 
or seven . However, because  it is  m ore  like ly now tha t bo th  pa re nts work, 
the re  is  little  opportunity for ch ildre n  to  stay in  the ir own hom e up  to  tha t 
age . Instead , they will p robably go to  a  nurse ry school when the y a re  m uch 
younger. 

While  som e pe ople  th ink th is m ay be  dam a ging to  a  ch ild’s de ve lopm en t, or 
to  a  ch ild’s re la tionship  with  h is or he r pa re nts, in  fact the re  a re  m any 
advantages to  having school experience  a t a  young age . 

Firstly, a  ch ild  will lea rn  to  in te ract with  a  lot of d iffe ren t peop le  and  som e 
children  lea rn  to  com m unica te  ve ry ea rly because  of th is. They a re  genera lly 
m ore  confide nt and  indepe nden t than  ch ildren  who stay a t hom e with  the ir 
pa ren ts and  who a re  not use d  to  strangers or new situa tions. Such  ch ildre n  
find  the ir first day a t school a t the  age  of six ve ry frigh ten ing and  th is m ay 
have  a  nega tive  e ffect on  how they lea rn . 

Another advantage  of going to  school a t an  ea rly age  is  tha t ch ildren  deve lop  
faste r socia lly. They m ake  friends and  lea rn  how to ge t on  with  othe r ch ildren  
of a  sim ila r age . This is  often  not possib le  a t hom e because  they a re  the  only 
ch ild , or because  the ir b rothe rs or siste rs a re  olde r or younger. 



So overa ll, I be lieve  tha t, a ttending school from  a  young age  is  good for m ost 
ch ildren . They still spend  p le n ty of tim e  a t hom e with  the ir pa ren ts, so they 
can  benefit from  both  environm ents. 
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